** These were more noble than those of Thessalonica, in that they received the W 
with all readiness of mind, and searched the Scriptures daily, whether those things eae 
so.”—* Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.””—Acts, xvii. 11. Thes v. 21. 
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how they grow ; they toil not, neither do 
DIVINITY HRIST. 
oro ta they spin” ; and yet “Solomon in all his 


In the preceding number, it was stated || Slory, was not arrayed like one of these.” 
that the saving and essential knowledge || Has God so clothed even “ the grass of the 
and belief of the divinity of Christ, was casi which to-day is, and to-morrow is 


founded on Christ, the “ anointing”—the |} Castintothe oven,” and yet left the immor- 


“ power of God, and the wisdom of God,” |} tal soul to wander in mazes of abstract 
an attention and obedience to which, even || Pinions, in continual danger of making a 
to that “Grace of God which dringeth sal- || Shipwreck of its eternal salvation, which 
vation,” and which hath appeared unto || He has caused to turn upon a particular 
all men, “teaching us, that, denying un- || ‘Tain of thought; a slight shade of differ- 
godliness and worldly lusts, we should ence in the result of investigations in- 
live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this |] © abstract propositions; the incidentad 
present world,” must and ought to be ad- |] Knowledge of Aistory; or the brittle 
mitted, and accepted as fulfilling all that || thread of tradition ? Absurd, and impos- 
is required ot us. And indeed, it was to sible! God is equal in all his ways: and 


bring mankind to and under this “ power he has conferred on sere rn baa all 
and wisdom of God,” immediately re- || &°Y body, senses certain in their operation, 


vealed in the soul, that all the dispensa- || 2°4 beyond the control of incidental 
tions in the world, were instituted. Of || “@¥S¢S5 faithful centinels which give no- 


what importance then, are the numerous || tice of the approach of every danger, and 
questions, propositions, and creeds, or || Tact with every injury. Those who 
modes of faith, growing out of the various || “have ears to hear” their warning voice, 
and discordant opinions touching any and || Will infallibly be led in that plain and 
every outward dispensation, or instru- simple way in whichthe waytaring man, 
mental means ; seeing that all these have || though a fool, cannot err. 

had but this object in view, and that when |} But, although opinions, that have no 
attained, all are, by it, fulfilled? Of what |] influence on frractice, are, in their own 
importance whether a person embrace intrinsic character, unimportant, yet when 
the affirmative or negative side of the they come to be considered as of high 
question respecting the trinity, satisfaction, || Consequence, or essential, this very false 
or outward atonement, merits of the out- belief turns them into matters of no small 
ward blood of Jesus of Nazareth, &c. &c. | concernment, both to those who hold 
—questions which have so long disturbed |] them, and their neighbours, or such as 


and agitated the world—provided the |} 2°¢ within the sphere of their influence, 
law written in the heart be obeyed ? ‘|| To the first, when they-rest their hope 
and their faith on them, without having 


The all-bountiful Creator has furnished | experienced a change of heart: to the 
our bodies with senses that operate equal- last, when they are fersecuted, and all 


ly on all, and protect them from injury and : ; 

: : manner of evil spoken against them, for 
destruction. ‘T'o the brute animals he lias |) rejecting, or denying such opinions. 
given the unerring law of instinct, toena- || 4, popish doctrine of transubstantia- 
nation, with water-baptism, and the sup- 
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essential, and a most cruel and bloody 
scene did Christendom exhibit, while 
this state of things continued. At this 
day, these doctrines, and performances, | 
are no longer counted to be indispensible 
to salvation, and persecution on their ac- 
count, has therefore ceased. Although 
many believe in the one, and a large pro- 
portion of professing Christians practise 
the other, yet charity has so far triumph- 
ed over opinions, as to leave unbelievers | 
to pursue their way undisturbed. And | 
may we not indulge a reasonable hope 
that the day isnet far distant, when a 
similar toleration will be extended to all 
such as “love God and keep his com- 
mandments”’—who “deal justly, love 
mercy, and walk humbly,” and who bear 
the fruits of righteousness and peace, in 
their lives and conversation; although 
they may refuse their assent tothe propo- 
sitions that ove is three, and three are 
one—that salvation has come to us, 
through the medium of a contract, and 
jurchase, and that outward, material 


soul ? 


SELECTED. 


“ The way of true freace and unity in 
the true church of Christ 


( Continued from p. 279 ) 


* And therefore, they that are so violent 


! 
i 
| 


blood, can wash and purify the spiritual | 


self exercises immediately in and over it: 
whereof we must not be ignorant, if we 
desire to preserve the peace of the church 
both in ourselves and others. 

“Now besides this immediate govern- 


_ment of God, there is another sort of gov- 


ernment of the church, which Christ ex- 


_ercises mediately by the church: And 


this also is Christ’s government, and not 
man’s; and men who have not known 
or understood the former government of 
_ Christ, have mistaken this also, through 


- the same unbelief; wherefore they, not so 


much as minding the former government 

of Christ, which is immediate, and by him- 

self, have made this mediate government 

of the church by man, to be all; and this 
also,I say, they have understood most 

grossly and carnally, and not according to 

the word, but according to their own ig- 
norant and seduced hearts. I shall not 
trouble the reader with their particular 
misapprehensions in this matter; seeing 
itis far more profitable to content our- 
selves with the plain and evident truth, 
than to enquire after variety of errors. 
Wherefore, letting alone their darkness, 
T shall only endeavour that the light of 
the word may shine unto us in this mat- 
ter, that herein also we may be taught of 
Gad, if it be the will of God. 

“This mediate government then of 
Christ in the true church, I conceive to 
be nothing but this, Christ’s ordering all 
things by the faithful, among the faith- 
ful, in reference to the communion of 
saints. 


| 


for an outward and visible government of 
the church, after the manner of the king- 
doms of the world: I do heartily wish, 
that if it be the good pleasure of God, 
they might some time or other be exer- 
cised with temptations of despair, and 
with the sense of the wrath of God, and 
everlasting burnings: For by this means |; 
their idle and vain thoughts and specula- i 
tions of governing the church of God, by | 
human power and methods, would soon | 
vanish ; and they would soon give over 
troubling themselves, and the faithful, 
albout things that have neither power in 
them to free from eternal death, nor to 
procure eternal life. 

“ And thus much for that two-fold gov- 
ernment of the church, which God him- 


| 
| 


“Now because many Christians desire’ 
instruction and light in this matter, I shalt 
be willing to hold forth to them that mea- 
sure of knowledge which I have received 
herein; being desirous also to learn my- 
self of them that can teach me better by 


| the word. And that I may proceed the 


more distinctly, I shall propound several 
things, to which I shall speak in order; 
and they be these: 

**1. To whom Christ hath committed 
the power of ordering and managing all 
things in the true church, in reference to 
the communion of saints. 

“2. What kind of power this is, which 
the true church hath. 

«3. What isthe extent of this power. 
“4, Whatis the outward instrument of it. 


| 
} 999 
per, were at one time considered highly | a 
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“5, What the true church can do by | 
And thiscomprehends these 


virtue of it. 
particulars. 


“9. It can appoint its own order. 


“1, It can gather itself together. | 


«3. It can choose its own officers ; and, | 


if need be, reform them, or depose them. | 

“4. It can call its own councils. 

“5. It can judge of all doctrines, both | 
ef its officers and councils. 

“ And all these things I reckon needful | 
for the true church to know, for the pre- 
serving among themselves that peace and 
unity they have in Christ. 

“The first thing then is, 

“1. To whom Christ hath committed 
the power ofordering and managing all 
things in the true church, in reference to 
the communion of saints. 

“Tanswer; Hehath given it to the 
true church itself, as formerly described, 
even to each and all the members of it: 
for as natural power belongs to all natu- 
ral men alike, so spiritual power (which 
is the true church power) to all spiritual 
menalike. Christ in a believer is the 
root of true church-power ; and because | 
Christ dwellsin all believersalike, th rough | 
unity of faith: therefore all believers 
partake alike of spiritual and supernatu- 
ral power; and no one partakes more of | 
this power than another, any more than 
he partakes of Christ more than another ; 
but Christin them all is the self-same | 
power of God, to do all things that are to | 
be done in the kingdom of God. 

“ And according to this sense, that place | 
in Matt. xvi. 19. is to be understood; | 
where Christ saith to Peter; ‘ And I will | 
give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of | 
heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt bind | 
on earth, shall be bound in heaven; and | 
whatsoever thou shalt loose on cunt shall | 
be loosed in heaven.’ The pope and pa- | 
pal church, under colour of this place, 
have made great merchandize, and have 
exceedingly abused, and cheated the na- 
tions, for many hundred years together ; | 
but the light of the gospel hath shined | 
forth, and the days of their traffic are at | 
anend: And yet since, others have been | 
trucking with the world, by their false in- 
terpretations of this place, and have 
thought to use it to their great advan- 


tage; but the day hath so far dawned 
that their shadows also are flying away. 

“ But not to keep you longer from the 
words themselves; Peter had said to 


| Christ, ‘ Thou art Christ the Son of the 


living God.’ And Christ replied to Pe- 
ter, ‘ Blessed art thou, for flesh and blood 


| hath not revealed it to thee, but my Fa- 


| ther, which isin heaven ;’ and then adds, 

‘unto thee will I give the keys of the 
_ kingdom of heaven,’ &c. that is, not to Pe- 
ter, as an apostle, or minister, but asa be- 
liever, who had the revelation of the Fa- 
_ ther, touching the Son: and so also, they 
are given equally to each faithful Chris- 
tian, who hath the same revelation with 
Peter, as also the whole communion ot 
saints. And so, these keys are not given 
to any particular person or persons, con- 
sisting of flesh and blood, or employed in 


| such or such an office; but that man, who- 


ever he be, that hath the revelation of the 
Father, he it isto whom these keys are 
given, and to none else: and so they are 
given to each believer in particular, and 
to the whole church of believers in gen- 
eral. 

“ But what are these keys, about which 
there hath been so great ado in the 
church ? 

“Ianswer; They are not any outward 
ecclesiastica! power whatever, that men 
have devised to serve their own turns 


|| withal ; butto pass by the many false con- 


ceits, wherewith many former and pres- 
ent writers have, and do still, trouble the 
church ; John doth tell us plainly, John 
xx. 22. what Matthew means by the keys 
of the church. Christ, saith he, appear- 
ing to his disciples after his resurrection, 
breathing on them, said, ‘Receive the 
Holy Spirit,’ [here are the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven} and then adds, 
‘Whose sins ye remit, they are remitted ; 
and whose sins ye retain, they are retain- 
ed;’ that is, when ye have received the 
Spirit, then you have received the keys, 
to bind and loose, to remit and retain sin ; 
and that, not according to your own wills, 
but wholly according to the mind, and 
will, and direction of the Spirit. And s@ 


Christ, before his ascension, gave these 
keys truly to his disciples, but more sol- 
emrly and fully at the day of pentecost; 
when the Spirit was given by Christ git- 
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rified : and afterwards the Gentiles, who, 
by the preaching of Petér, received the 
Spirit, even as the apostles did, they also 
received these keys ; and so all that have 


received the Spirit, have the keys of the 
kingdom equally committed tothem, and 
the power of binding and loosing by the 
ministration of the Spirit, And so these 
kevs appertain, not only to greater con- 
gregations of Christians, but to the very 
Jeast communion of saints; as Christ hath 
promised, ‘Where two or three are met 
together in my name, there ain I present 
in the midst of them:’ Where we see, 
that twoor three gathered together in 
Christ’s name, have as much power as 
Peter, and alltheapostles; because Christ 
is equally present with these, as with 
those. Again, Christ hath commanded, 
that ‘if the offending brother will not hear 
the admonition of two or three other 
brethren, the offended brother should tell 
the church,’ Matt. xviii. 17. Now the 
church is not the officers, but the congre- 
gation of the faithtul ; seeing men are not 
of the church through any office, but on- 
ly through faith. And by all these things 
it is evident, that the power of church- 
government, that is,the power of acting 
and ordering all things among the faith- 
ful, belongs to every faithful man alike, 
in the congregaticn of the faithful. 

“2. What kind of power this is, which 
the true church hath. 

“I answer in general, that it is a pow- 
er suitable to the church or kingdom 
whereof it is the power: now as the 
church we speak of, is that church which 
is born of God and of the Spirit, and so is 
not at all of this world ; so the power that 
is agreeable to this church, is the power 
of God and his Spirit, and not at all of this 
world ; that is, it isnot any civil or secular 
power; I may add nor any ecclesiastical 

power (according to the common under- 
standing it) that hath any place in the 
true church; but merely a spiritual and 
heavenly power, without any conjunction 
or mixture of the other; seeing Christ’s 
power is perfect, and every way sufficient 
for his own kingdom, and Christ’s king- 
dom is God’s kingdom as well as the Fa- 
ther’s: and so men may as well carry 
worldly and secular power into the Fa- 
ther’s Kingdom, as into the Son’s, secing 


this is no other than the kingdom of God, 
though itbe among men; and nootherthan 
the kingdom of heaven, though it be upon 
earth; which hath not been understood 
nor considered by them who have been so 
busy to bring secular power into a spirit- 
ual kingdom, as if Christ’s own power, in 
his own kingdom, were either weak or 
imperfect.” 


A DISCOURSE 


Of the generalrule of Faith and Prat- 
tice, and judge of Controversy. 


BY WILLIAM PENN. 
(Continued from fr. 282.) 


“ Again, it does not follow, because eve- 
ry man has a measure of light to inform 
and rule him, that therefore he must 
needs know all which that light knows, 
or is able to reveal to him. J return that 
argument thus upon our adversaries. 
They say they have the spirit of God? 
then they know all that the Spirit of God 
knows, or can reveal tothem. If the lat- 
terbe absurd, then the former. Again 
say they, the light within did not reveal] 
Christ to the Gentiles, and that Christ 
should be born of a virgin, &c. the light 
therefore is insufficient. I return upon 
them thus. The Spirit of God, given to 
the children of Israel, (Neh ix. 20.) did 
not acquaint them that Christ should be 
born of a virgin, nor much more of his 
life and bodily transactions; theretore 
the Spirit of God was insufficient. The 
like may be concluded against the Spirit 
in the prophets. For it is manifest from 
1 Pet. i. 10, 11, that the Spirit had not re- 
vealed to all the prophets the time of 
Christ’s appearance and sufferings. Was 
the Spirit therefore an insufficient rule to 
them? But that which falls heaviest 
upon our opposers, is this, that the scrip- 
tures by their own argument, are a most 
imperfect account themselves of what 
was done, not relating the hundredth part 
of things ; therefore as insufficient in not 
relating what is behind, as they would 
weakly render the light or spirit, in not 
revealing to every individual those things 
which are already past. Nay, they may 
as well infer insufficiency to the Spirit, er 
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the light within, in that it does not show 
all that shall be to the end of the world, 
which in their proper seasons there will 
be a necessity to know, as to reflect in- 
sufficiency upon it, because it did not 
foretel to former ages things that are now 
past, or needlessly reveal them over 
again to us inthis age. Neither is nor 
can history be the rule of that faith and 
life we speak of, which are so absolutely 
necessary to salvation ; which is the faith 
that God, and not history, gives, and that 
works not by history, but by love, and 
evercomes the world, which millions of 
historical believers are overcome by, and 
wallow in the spirit and practice of. 
And the rule must be answerable to the 
nature and workings of the faith. The 
same in point of practice, which is duty 
done. Now history, though it informs 
me of others’ actions, yet it does not fol- 
jJow that it is the rule of duty to me, since 
it may relate to actions not imitable, as 
in the case of Adam and Eve in several 
respects, and Christ’s being born of a 
virgin, dying for the sins of the world, &c. 
wherefore this cannot be the rule of du- 


ty. ‘The like may be said of the Jewish | 
story, that was the particular concern | 


and transaction of that people. 

“ 06). But these things ought to be be- 
lieved. 

“ Answ. I say so too, where the histo- 
ry has reached, and the Spirit of God 
hath made a conviction upon the con- 
science ; which, says Dr. J. Owen, as be- 
fore cited, gives them authority, verity, 
and ferspicuity. But where this history 
has not reached any people, or they die 
ignorant of it, they are not responsible for 


not believing any such passages; as saith | 


bishop Sanderson. It is one thing to say 
the scriptures ought tu be read, believed, 
and fulfilled, and another thing to say, 
they are the evangelical rule of faith 
and life. For whenI read, believe, and 
witness them fulfilling, I must needs have 
a tule by which to read, understand, be- 


lieve, and witness them. Which being | 


the Divine light and sfirit of Christ, it 
must be that, and not themselves, that 
must be my rule for so reading, under- 
standing, and believing them. 

“And further, t> prove that the light 
and spirit within the heathens was sufli- 


cient to discover these things, it is grant- 
ed on all hands, that Sybils had divine 
sights. I mean not those made in their 
name by some professors of Christianity, 
as it is charged upon them to gain au- 
thority upon the Gentiles, against which 
Blondel writes. But those that are ac- 
knowledged, who prophecied of a virgin’s 
bringing forth a son, and that he should 
destroy the serpent, and replenish the 
earth with righteousness, as is before ci- 
ted out of Virgil, who took it out of the 
remains of Cumza’s verses, then among 
the Romans. 

“ And for the practical part of the eb- 
jection, viz. how should we have known 
it had been unlawtul to swear at all in 
any case, if Matt. v.34, had not been? 
(which is of most weight in this case, be- 
cause it is matter of duty, and called par- 
ticularly by some an evangelical precept, 
being a step above the righteousness of 
the outward law among the Jews) I have 
thisto say for proof of the light’s suffi- 
ciency. 

“There were among the Jews them- 
selves, long before Christ came, an entire 
people that would not swear, to wit, the 
Esseni. ‘They keep their promises,’ 
says Josefihus, ‘and account every word 
they speak of more force than if they had 
bound it with an oath. And they shun 
oaths worse than perjury; for they es- 
teem him condemned for a liar, who with- 
out one is not believed.’——Joscfihus’ ware 
of the Jews, l. 2.c. 7. 

“ Philo writes to the same purpose, 
and taught himself, that it was best to ab- 
stain from swearing; that one’s word 
might be taken instead of an oath.— PAi- 
lo, despec leg and decalog. 

“And Pythagoras, in his oration to the 
Crotonian Senators, exhorted them thus: 
‘Let no man attest God by oath, though 
in courts of judicature ; but use to speak 
such things that he may be credited with- 
out an oath.’—Laert. Herm. and Orig. 
contr. Celf. 

“The Scythians are said to have told 
Alexander of themselves, ‘think not that 
the Scythians confirm their friendship by 
oath. They swear by keeping their 
word.’— Quint. Curt. in vit. Alex. 

“And Clinias, a Greck, and follower 
of Pythagoras, rather chose to suffer sic 


| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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fine of three talents, (which made S00/. 
English,) than to lessen his veracity by 
taking an oath. H. Grotius, on Mat. v. 
54.—Which act was greatly commended 
of Basilius, who upbraided the Christians 
of his time with it; thereby, (after our 
adversaries’ way of drawing consequen- 
ces,) prefering the light of the Gentiles 
before the light of the Christians. Though 
indeed the light was, and is always one 
in itself, But the Christian did not live 
up so closely to it as the heathen did, and 
therefore took a greater liberty, and 
walked in a broader way. 


“T would now know of our opposers, if 
they can yet think the light that preach- 
ed this doctrine in the mount, was the 
same with that light that shined in the 
consciences of those Gentiles, so many 
hundred years before that sermon was 
written or preached, who so plainly be- 
lieved, practised, and taught it, yea or 
nay? Perhaps some through the abun- 
dance of their envy, pride, and passion, 
will yet stick out, while the more moder- 
ate will submit to such evidence, and con- 
clude ignorance and folly have made all 
this opposition against us; and that of a 
truth, the voice which cried, (Prov. viii. 
v. 6.) ‘Unto you, O men, I call, and my 
voice is to the sons of men; hear, for I 
will speak of excellent things,’ was also 
heard by the Gentiles; and that what 
concerned the doctrine of holy living was 
not hid from them, I mean, evangelically 
so; provided Christ’s heavenly sermon 
upon the mount, related by Matthew the 
evangelist, may be esteemed such. For 
their writings flow with amens thereunto. 

“But admitting to our adversaries that 
the voice was then so low, and the mani- 
festation of the light so small, that it dis- 
covered not many of those things before 
mentioned ; could that give reasonable 
men ground to conclude, therefore the 
divine wisdo:n or light was insufficient ; 
or that the divine wisdom or light was 
not then, and should not in ether ages be- 
come the rule and guide of the children 
ot men? Yet such false consequences 
have been the corner stone and founda- 
tion of our opposers’ building against us ; 
and no reasonable man, I think, will at- 
tempt to clear it from being a sandy one.” 


“ Reasons for the necessity of 


SILENT WAITING.” 
BY MARY BROOK. 


“Solomon saith, ‘The preparation of 
the heart in man, and the answer of the 
tongue, are from the Lord.’ Prov. xvi. 
1. If the Lord alone can prepare the 
heart, stir it up, or incline it towards un- 
feigned holiness, how can any man ap- 
proach him acceptably till his heart be 
prepared by Him ; and how can he know 
this preparation except he wait in silence 
to feel it? It is by the Spirit (Eph. ii. 
18,) that believers have access to the Fa- 
ther ; and are not the impressions and in- 
fluences of the Spirit to be felt and dis- 
tinguished from the workings of our own 
carnal minds? If they are, ought not be- 
lievers to wait patiently in silent submis- 
sion of soul, in order to distinguish when 
the golden sceptre is stretched out, which 
gives liberty to approach the sacred pre- 
sence; and must not the preparations of 
the heart by the Spirit, make us sensible 
of our real wants, before we can ask 
aright; and also of our miserable state, 
befere we can seek that relief which is 
proper for us? Must not the Spirit like- 
wise impart help and consolation to us, 
before we can rejoice in its salvation, 
praise the Lord on the banks of deliver- 
ance, and make sweet melody in our 
hearts unto him? Can we bow before 
him in true reverence and fear, in faith, 
till the Spirit hath mercifully begot these 
sensations in the soul?) Must not the car- 
nal mind, which is at enmity with God, 
be silenced in us before these impressions 
prevail over all? If we presume to ap- 
proach him without the sensible draw- 
ings of his Spirit, may we not speak un- 
advisedly with our lips, and offer some- 
what like the poluted sacrifice of the 
wicked, which is an abomination to him, 
and therefore cannot be acceptable from 
a disciple of Christ? Tosuch the apos- 
tle saith, ‘It is God that worketh in you, 
both to will and to do of his good plea- 
sure,’ Phil. ti. 15. Must we not conse- 
quently wait in silence till this will be 
raised in us, and power given us to per- 
form an holy worship, and to offer an of 
fering in righteousness ? 


| 
| 
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“The influences of the Spirit are not 
at our command, circumscribed in our 


we can have no access without it: and if 
that in which all our spiritual ability and 
strength is, be not our own, ner at our 


command, but must be freely dispensed | 


tous afresh by the great Giver, must we 
not submissively wait in silence for his 


qualifying power, by which alone we can | 
move eright? Hence David, deeply sen- | 


sible of his own inability, saith, Psal. lxii. 


1. ‘Truly my soul waiteth upon,’ (or as | 


it isin the margin, is silent before God) 


verse 5. ‘My soul, wait thou only upon 
God ; for my expectation is from him.’ 


“Do not these remarks clearly point || near, then let them speak.” ‘This also 
out the necessity of our patiently waiting | 
upon the Lord in silence for renewed | 


strength, that by the inward and power- | 


ful operations ot his Spirit, he may pluck 
the feet of our minds out of the mire and 
clay of corrupt thoughts and carnal incli- 
nations, and also beget a suitable concern 
and travail of spirit in us, that from the 
arising of atrue spiritual exercise, the 
mouth may speak what the soul feels 
when it is athirst for God ; or at least, be 
humbiy sensible of those sighs and groans 
begotten therein by the Spirit, which can- 
not be uttered in words? Is not this con- 
cerm and exercise, wherein the soul is 
deeply engaged, and the judgment clear- 


ly convinced, more acceptable to the all- | 


seeing God, who calls for truth in the in- 
ward parts, than a multitude of fine un- 
felt expressions dropped from the lips, 
whilst the heart is wandering without 
due restraint, far from a sense of his pre- 
sence? Nay, will not five words, spoke 
from a good understanding, under the in- 
fluence of the Holy Spirit, have more 
weight with the Almighty, than five 
thousand uttered from a lukewarm, in- 
sensible, or careless mind? Can we sup- 
pose the infinitely wise Creator of all 
things is, like short-sighted man, either 
to be deceived or pleased with our much 
speaking? Our Lord saith, ‘When ye 
pray, use not vain repetitions, as the /ea- 
then do, for they think that they shall be 


| Father knoweth what things ye have 


| need of before ve ask him,’ Mat. vi. 7, 8. 
time, or limited by our wills, and there- | 


fore must be humbly waited for, seeing | last verse of the fortieth chapter, saith, 


| “They that wait upon the Lord shall re- 


“The inspired prophet Isaiah, in the 


new their strength.’ In the first verse of 
the next chapter, immediately succeed- 
ing, he shews what is meant by waiting, 
in these words, * Keep silence before me, 
O islands! and let the people renew their 
strength.’ Certainly this si/ence imports 
the same thing as waiting in the former 
verse, seeing the same effect is attributed 
to both; and isnot the carnal mind and 


| corrupt imagination here commanded to 
‘from him cometh my salvation’; and | 


keep silence before God, that the soul 
may properly wait and watch unto pray- 
er? The prophet adds, ‘ Let them come 


appears to call the immortal soul isto 
deep silence, that therein it may first re- 
ceive divine help to draw near in Spirit 
to the great Jehovah, and then speak 


which is due from a dependent creature 
in its approaches towards its Almighty 
Creator. 

“A certain minister of the church of 
England, (Charles Wheatly, M, A. Vicar 
of Brent,) writing on the Common-Pray- 


er, and the sentences placed at the be- 


ginning of the service, observes, ‘ That 


| prayer requires so much attention ang 


serenity of mind, that it can never be 
performed without some preceding prep- 
aration ; for which reason,’ says he, ‘ac- 


_ cording to Bingham’s Antiquities, vol. 5, 


book 13, chap. 11, 12, when the Jews en- 
ter into their synagogues to pray, they 
remain silent for some time, and meditate 
before whom they stand.” Can we think 
such a reverent practice amongst Chris- 
tians would not be more suitable and ac- 
ceptable to Him who need not be told 
what we are, than the common custom of 
hastily approaching his sacred presence, 
and presuming to speak to him without 
previous recollection, and due considera- 
tion betore whom they stand ? 

“* Keep thy foot,’ saith Solomon, Fecl. 
v. 1, ‘when thou goest to the house of 
God, and be more ready to hear, than to 


heard for their much speaking. Be not | give the sacrifice of fools; for they con- 
ve therefore Jike unto them; for your | sider not that they do evil’ If caution 


| 
| 

forth its humble petition, under a sense 

of that holy, solemn, awful reverence, 


SILENT WAtTING. 


and consideration were requisite under 
the law of Moses, which made nothing 
perfect as pertaining to the conscience, 
how much more is it so under the gospel 
dispensation, which more directly re- 
quires that the Lord be worshipped in 
Spirit and Truth ; not fergnedly with the 
jip only, but with the whole heart spirit- 


ually exercised? What foot is this that 


must be kept in such subjection? Is it 
only the foot of the body, and not rather 
the hasty forwardness of the carnal mind; 


(hat the attention of the soul may become 
fixed upon God, the fountain of all spirit- 
uai strength and living mercies, who 
must teach our hearts to pray, if ever we 
pray effectually ? | 

“Tsaiah saith, ‘ Thou wilt keep him in 
perfect peace whose mind is stayed on 
thee, because he trusteth in thee.’ Isa. 
xxvi. 3. Can any thing be more consist- 
ent with a silent, dependent waiting, than || 


a mind stayed upon God, in a sincere | 


confidence and firm expectation of divine | 
help; and if it behoves a Christian to 
have his mind thus frequently stayed upon | 
the Divine Power, how much more 
in solemn worship, and near approaches 
tothe Sacred Presence, who cannot pos- 
‘sibly be deceived, or amused by the arts 
of composition, or the powers of human ; 
eloquence ; and who has passed a sen- 
tence of condemnation on the too com- 
mon practice of drawing near to him with } 
the mouth, and honoyring him with the | 
lips, whilst the heart is far from him ? 
How can the soul any way be more unin- 
teruptedly stayed upon him, than in a si- |. 
Jent waiting for divine help, and the re- 
newings of spiritual power, under a solid 


attention to hear what he shall reveal |: 


unto it, as its present duty ? 
“Christ saith, ‘My sheep hear my 
voice’—and, he further declares, ‘they 


know his voice, and a stranger will they | 


not follow.’ Jno, x. 27. Now, what par- 
takes more of the stranger’s voice than 
self-will and self-sufficiency in divine ser- 
vice? ‘Without me,’ saith the Lord to 
his disciples, ‘ ye can do hothing.’ Jno. xv. 
5. ‘That is, nothing really and substanti- 
ally goad, or acceptable to God ; because 
himself is the Lord from eat, the 
second Adam, the quickening Spirit, with- 


spirit or life. He is that inexhaustible 
fountain of power and wisdom, of vital 
holiness, and saving health to the sonal, 
which, like the sap that ariseth from the 
root of the vine, is the life and nourish- 
ment of every branch. Such is the sen- 
sible connection of Christ, the true head 
of the church, with the several members 
of his spiritual body. They are depen- 
dent upon him as the branch is on the 
vine, both for life, and the daily supply 
of spiritual nourishment of that life which. 
is hid with Christ in God. How there- 
fore can they pray as they ought, in a 
spirit and manner suitable to their pre- 
sent wants, till he open their hearts, and 
teach them by the wisdom of his spirit, 
what to pray for? If left to themselves, 
may they not ask amiss, and consequently 
| not receive? How can the ministers of 
| the everlasting gospel communicate the 
| will of God, till they receive illumination 
and ability from his Spirit, to speak pro- 
‘fitably to the present states of the peo- 
| ple? How can any come to the throne 
of divine grace without his immediate 
t help and influence? What can raise the 
_falien soul up to God-ward, and humble 
_it in due prostration before him, give it a 
deep sense of its wants, and of the riches 
of his love and mercy, but the Holy Spir- 
ititself? How necessary then, and rea- 
| sonable it is that we should patiently wait 
in submissive silence, for the enlighten- 
ings and quickening of its heavenly pow- 
, er, to guide both heart and tongue in ad- 
dressing the Holy One of Israel? David 
saith, ‘ The sacrifices of God are a bro- 
_ ken spirit; a broken and a contrite heart, 
| O God! thou wilt not despise.’ Psal. ii, 
17. What but his heart-humbling Spir- 
it can prepare this sacrifice in the soul? 
_ If no power but his can do this, must we 
| not consequently watch and wait in si- 
lence to receive his assistance, and have 
the impressions of the Spirit before we 
can pray with the Spirit, and with a right 
understanding also? And seeing the Lord 
is a God of knowledge, and that by him 
our actions are weighed, how careful 
should we be taknow what spirit governs 
and influenceth our souls in his solemn 
worship ? 

“Solomon, under an awful sense of the 


out whose influence all we offer is void of 


: Divine Greatness awd Majesty, affords us 
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this necessary caution when we present | 
ourselves before him: ‘Be not rash with 
thy mouth.’ Eccl. v. 2. This every one 
certainly is, who presumes to speak to 
the Most High before he hath duly con- 
sidered in whose presence he is. He 
adds, ‘ Let not thine heart be hasty to ut- 
ter any thing before God; for God is in 
Heaven, and thou upon earth, therefore 
det thy words be few.’ This plainly in- 
culcates, how much it behoves us to have 
a reverent sense of the majesty and puri- 
ty of the Supreme Searcher of hearts, and 
to be deeply humbled into a feeling of 
our inability and nothingness, before we 
address him with our lips. 

“Tt is not in man’s power duly to pre- 
pare his own heart, and yet it is his in- 
dispensible duty deeply and reverently 
to worship the Author of his being in 

Spirit and in Truth, how necessary must 
an awful silence be, that he may know 
his soul prepared by the immediate hand 
of God to approach him acceptably. On 
the contrary, how inconsiderate, hasty, or 
presumptuous is the practice of uttering 
avords to him which the heart doth not 
understand, or of confessing a state it ne- 
ver sensibly experienced! Certainly, if 
we beleive the Lord is of purer eyes than 
to behold iniquity with approbation, we 
must conclude, he is more jealous of his 
honour than to accept of such dissimula- 
lation. Is not a humble, conscientious, 
silent waiting in submission to be influen- 
ced and led by him, abundantly prefera- 
ble in his sight? —Then how much more 
the sighs and expressions that proceed 
from a real heart-affecting sense of his 
greatness and omnipresence, and of the 
lowness and unworthiness of the crea- 
ture that considers itself as dust and ashes 
before him! Doth not such a weighty 
sense of our meanness, and inability of 
ourselves to offer any thing pleasing to 
him, who is an infinite Spirit superla- 
tively glorious, unless he first conde- 
scend graciously to help our infirmities, 
and teach us to pray as we ought, discov- 
er more true regard, and real concern of 
heart, to offer up a spiritual sacrifice that 
may be acceptable, through Jesus Christ 
the great mediator, who never can inter- 
tercede with the Father to accept an in- 
Sincere, hypocritical offering, a barely | 


drawing near to him with the tongue, 
and honouring him with the lips, whilst 
the heart is insensible of his fear, and 
amused with other objects? Is it not 
more safe and rational to wait in silence 
upon the Lord, than thus to deceive our 
souls with sparks of our own kindling, 
warming vain and foolish self with a fire 
of its own lighting, instead of placing our 
expectation upon him, who alone can 
teach his people rightly to profit, and en- 
able them to pray with the Spirit, and 
with a right understanding also.” 


OUR SPIRITUAL ADVERSARIES. 


“The fifth name that is given him, is 
the red Dragon, Rev. 12. 3. so called be- 
cause of his colour: ‘ And there appear- 
ed another wonder in heaven, and behold 
a great red dragon, having seven heads 
and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his 
heads.’ Friends! I would fain bring you 
acquainted with this enemy also, that you 
may once come to know him, that you 
may beware of him ; for I open all these 
several names, that so I might fully des- 
cribe and set him out to you, that you may 
know him, and that, if you find him not in 
you by one name, yet you may by another; 
and if not by one or two, yet by all his 
names compared together: That as Mo- 
ses put his hand into his bosom, and pull- 
ed it out leprous: Exod. 4, v. 6. Sol 
would fain have you find, that these things 
are in your own bosoms: You are alli 
leprous, but know it not ; yea, lepers from 
the crown of the head, to the sole of the 
feet; and if any of you do but put his 
hand into his bosom, he shall be sure 
to pull it forth all over leprous. Ah! 
though I take some time in opening these. 
names, yet, (I hope) it will not be unprof-. 
itable to you; for as yet I am not half 
gone through them. This red dragon (I 
assure you) makes his fiery assaults upon 
the scul daily and hourly, and there doth 
he make wreck and spoil: He there cru- 
elly rends and tears your poor souls, and 
breaks down the curious carved works, 
wrought by God in your souls, with axes 
and hammers; and you for all that see it 
not, nor are sensible thereof, and that is 
your misery : there he seizes upgn his 
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prey, which but with a very strong hand | 
will he forsake ; and by those his fiery | 
darts, (which the apostle speaks of) he | 
wounds the soul to death and destruction, 
and there is no delivering the soul from 
the jaws of this fiery dragon, but by the 
almignty power and hand of God ; ‘for he 
goes about like a roaring lion, seeking his 
prey, and whom he may swallow up and 
devour.’ 1. Pet. 5.8. 1% 

_ And his armour is blood, your life that 
feeds him, and he thirsts for blood, which 
is your life, and that is his life, his meat 
and drink ; and there is no overwhelming 
this dragon, but by destroying that, which 
is the very life of your lives, viz. of your 
carnal and fleshly lives, the life of pride, 
and the life of covetousness, the life of ar- 
rogancy and self-boasting, the life of hy- 
pocrisy and self-admiration, 

“In brief, all human and worldly wis- 
dom must be brought down; the whole 
natural man, as born of the old Adam, | 
must be crucified and slain, and be utter- | 


| 


| Leviathan that crooked serpent; he shall 


dearness in sin, a love to sin, you shall find 
how loath they are to part with it; yea, 
as loath as to part with their blood or their 
lives: ‘Can a blackamoor change his 
skin, or a leopard his spots? Neither can 
ye, which are accustomed to do evil, learn 
to do well ;’ saith Jeremiah c. 13. 23. 
“Five of his names we have opened. 
1. Heiscalled the old man. 2. Adam; 
whichnames weopened. 3. Theserpent; 
something we began to speak of this last 
day ; asIsa. 27.1. ‘In that day the Lord 
with his sore and strong sword shall pun- 
ish Leviathan the piercing serpent, even 


slay the dragon that is inthe sea.” Andl 
tell you, how much soever (we think) we 
abhor the serpents, yet these cruel ser- 
pents, these devils, these dragons, we live 
with them, we eat, we drink, we play with 
them, we hug them in our bosoms. And 
the way to destroy and kill this serpent, is 
by cutting off his head: kill him in the 
head ; for therein is his life ; for that is it, 


ly stript of all his wisdoin and power, of 
all his religion; I must tell you, though 
you may think me a strange preacher, I 
tell you again, you must take up arms, and 
goto war within yourselves, and fight 
with yourselves; fight with your own 


and upholder of this bloody, intestine and 


happy shallhe be, that rewardeth Babylon 
‘as she hath served us, and dasheth the 
little ones against the stones; for she is 


and cast away that, which is sweet and 
dear to flesh and blood ; you must ‘cut off 
yourright hands, and pluck out your right 
eyes,’ Matt. 18.8. Mark 9. 43. else this 
devouring dragon will never be overcome. 


him as his blood, it is so interwoven, and 


even as the blood through every part and 
member of the body into every vein, into 
every action, word and thought; so that 
take away the blood, and you take away 
the life: And nothing will satisfy this 
bloody red dragon, but blood, this he lives 
upon; and therefore whenever ye look 
and behold in yourselves, or any other a 


. have their life still; for their life is in their 
wills, with your own affections ; and bless- | 
ed is he, that is the beginner, fomenter | 


evil war within your own borders; and | 


to be destroyed: And you must resist 


Donot we know every man loves his blood | 
dearly ; the natural man’s sin is as dearto | 


so runneth into the very nature of man, | 


serpent but save his head, and he will do 
well enough ; as Itold youthe last day: 
Cut but off the tops of the weeds, and they 
_ will grow again ranker than before, they 


that is promised in Gen. 3. 15. Let the 


root: Cut off swearing, lying, pride, cov- 
ctousness, anger, revenge, any particular 
sin, yet you have left the root still, you 
have saved the serpent’shead; and, there- 
fore, though I have preached to you this 
three years, yet ye never knew me, to 
| hazard a sermon at the cutting off any one 
of these particular sins: I never set my- 
self to preachagainst any one individual 
vice, as swearing, or drunkenness, or 
whoredom, or the like, as many do, in- 
veighing against some one particular ex- 
ternal gross sin, by many sermons, many 
' monthstogether. Perhaps I might have 
forced and persuaded you to leave them; 
and so may they; but what real good 

have they done? But I knew it, if I left 
| the root behind, they would grow again, 
| if not the same way, yet another way as 
bad or worse: Buttake away the root 

and the cause, and then the effects will 
| soon cease, not in one branch only, but in 
| all. Truly, beloved! tobe plain with you, 
| the thing I aim atis, to plant the love cf 
| God in your hearts, and if that be once 


| 


| 


SELECTION. 


299 


seated there, the work is done: | 
all, love will without bidding keep his | 
commandments, love is the fulfilling of the 
whole law: If thou lovest thy neighbour, 
thou wilt be so far from hurting him, that 
thou wilt do him all the good thou canst.” 

“ The fourth name was Lucifer; that 


only natural endowments, as ability topray | 


| travailing, or a woman in pain in heaven; 
it 

is, that through our own virtues and ex- || 


cellencies he hath given us the fall; and | meant of the soul of man, which is to be 


that a dangerous fall, that which we take \ 
by our own endowments: I do not mean | 


e 7 
Love is || yearsold and under. And whenyou read 


that chapter of the woman in heaven 
clothed with the sun, I hope you are not 


| so weak asto imagine, that there is any 
| such thing in heaven ; that there is a wo- 


man with child in heaven, or a woman 
I hope you are not so babyish, but it is 


esteemed far above the sun, and the fab- 
ric of this massy world; and when this 


| soul is brought to be of a male child, that 


admirable in words, to repeat sermons, to | 
converse and reason excelleatly, to have | 
a voluble tongue, a strong memory, or the | 


is of the new birth, this dragon watches to 
destroy it: This Pharaoh commands, 


excellencies, even those that are excellen- 


others makes us not only seem excellent, | 


ter in this case for men to have fallen, than | Dragon seeks ; it is your life, it is your 


like ; but I mean our looking on our own | 


cies indeed, our graces, and that which to | 
but they are so in themselves: When | 
we look upon what we are, how far we | 
have gone on in Christianity, how many | 
sins we have overcome, and we glory like | 


® peacocks in our plumes and feathers: this || 
= isthe most dangerous fall, if not an irre- | 
coverable one. 


“ And he is not unarmed, as then I | 
shewed you at large, and his armour is | 
innocency ; these men they walk un- | 
blameably, but the more ofthis innocency, | 
there is the more danger; and it were bet- | 


to have been innocent; for their innocen- 
cy hath been their destruction: For this | 
is the very sin of Lucifer, which threw 
him down from heaven, his pride in ex- 
alting himself. 

“Fifthly : ke is called the red Dragon, | 
in the revelation, c. 12. 3. We read in 
this place of a woman that was with child | 
clothed with the sun, ready to be deliver- | 
ed of amale child, and the red dragon | 
stood before her, ready todevour the child ! 
as soon asit wasborn; why? Because it | 
was a man child, therefore he watched so | 


| *strangle them in their birth ;? Exod. 1. 
16. But be they females of the weaker 


sex, let them alone, let them live; these 
help to advance Satan’s kingdom, by all 
means let them live, nourish, cherish, fos- 
ter them; but forthe other, by all means 
he commands, destroy, stifle them in the 
birth ; they destroy his kingdom, not one 
of them must be suffered to live, if he can 
help it. 

“Andthe armour of this red Dragon 


| is blood, therefore he is called the red 


Dragon, red like blood; he feeds upon 
blood, lives upon blood, thirsts after blood. 
God commands the Jews, ‘ not to eat the 


| blood of any thing, for that is the life 


thereof ;? Levit. 17. 14. but it is blood this 


' blood that nourishes him. And this is a 


sore armour, and we cannot destroy him, 
but we must destroy ourselves: Ye must. 
destroy your life, ye must destroy the 
blood, the life of your lusts, the life of 
your sins, the life of your desires, the life 


_ of your affections, the life of your hopes, 
| the life of your fears: Is not this also 


a sore enemy? ‘Thus far we went last 
day. 

“The sixth name, he is called the roar- 
ing lion; so called, because of his implac- 


_ able fury, nothing will satisty him, but to 


( narrowly ; if it had been of the female and | destroy you, nothing will stop this roaring, 
: weaker sex, he had not cared, but being | raging devil in man in his course of sin, 
t a man child, a warrior, one that would be \ there is no reluctancy,no thought of re- 
' the destruction of him and his kingdom, \ turning, he will go on without controul; 
7 it wastime for him to look about him: | no benefits, no terrors, no threats, no in- 
‘ As Herod, when he heard there was a || treaties; neither mercies nor judgments, 
l king born, that should possess the gov- || neither rewards nor terrors move him ; 
p ernment, he bestirs himself, and that he || he mocks at all, he rusheth through all 
r might destroy him, he would not spare to | (as Jeremiah saith) ‘asthe horse rusheth 
fesroy all the male children, from two intothe battle. without fear: Andas Job 
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saith, c.39.22. ‘He mocketh at fear, and 
is not affrighted, neither turneth he back 
from the sword. 

“ And he is not unarmed, and his ar- 
mour is resolution; he will go through all, 
nothing shall daunt him, nothing shall 
stop him, he is desperate, he is without 
all bounds, restraints and limits: When 
God commands any thing, he is without 
command, he will be king and Lord him- 
self, as Jer. 2. 25. ‘Wéithhold from fol- 
lowing after thy lovers, withhold thy foot, 
withhold thy throat from thirst ; but thou 
saidst, there is no hope, I will go after my 
lovers: Strangers I have loved, and 
strangers I will love:? That is, ye can- 
not dam up his way, he is like an over- 
flowing sea: No banks, no bottom, no 
commands, no laws will hold him ; no per- 
suasions, no promises will allure him, nor 
no jadgment affright him ; but says he, 
seeing ’tis so, that God commands, and I 
command, one is strong, and the other is 
strong, I care not, right or wrong, stand 
or fali, let him that is strongest take all; 
well, happy by lucky, I will have my will. 
Heis as the prophet saith: ‘Israel was 
mad upon their idols,’ so are these men 
ma‘ after their lusts, and will run over 
every thing, that stands in their way, no- 
thing can stop them. Beloved! I know 
these things you will not own, you loath 
these words! Oh far be any of these 
thoughts from you: But Ict me tell you, 
though you say not so with your mouths, 
yet 1 am sure, this is the practice of your 
lives. 

“The seventh name is the Devil; in 
scripture we find very little said of what 

God is in himself, in his essence, because 
that is too high for us, those words we are 
not able to hear, nor to comprehend ; but 
very much is said of him, what he is to- 
wards us, what God is to us and in us, and 
what he is in his effects and workings in 
us: For he is in his essence incompre- 
hensidle to us; so is the essence of the 
devil, and we find very little in that re- 
gard, yea, much less said of him than of 
4sod: Butlet us see, what he is to us and 
in us; for itis the devil within us, that 
doth us all the harm ; forif he, that is his 
nature were not in us, all the deviis with- 
out us could do us no hurt, till he had got- 
ten within us, and so entertained by us: 


Were he not in us, he were no devil to us; 
and therefore I say little or nothing of the 
devil, but as he is in his workings and ef- 
fects: And therein we daily find him too 
much and too rife among us: and his 
work and his nature isto be a liar from 
the beginning, a seducer or a liar.” 
Everard. 


— 
THEOLOGICAL INSTITUTIONS: 


“Our objections to such institutions are 
not founded in a sectarian prejudice against 
them on account of their particular doc- 
trines, but in a serious and solemn opinion 
that they are calculated to undermine 
the fair temple of American liberty, and 
to erect on its ruins an ecclesiastical ty- 
ranny—worse than political bondage. 

“ We entertain not a shadow of doubt 
but that the leaders of the orthodox par- 
ty as it is called, are determined on gov- 
erning this nation. ‘The supreme power 
is the grand end and aim of all their plans 
and labours. -Every society which they 
have formed, from the American Educa- 
tion Society down to the ten thousand cent 
and mite societies throughout the land, 
are but so many strings, pulled by every 
person whether man, woman, or child, 
whom they can press or persuade into 
their service, the ultimate design of which 
is to draw them into power. 

“ There is a mighty and almost resist- 
less power, silently increasing through the 
influence oftheir societies. They profess 
it is true, to be governed altogether by 
purely religious motives, and to look for 
the true temporal and spiritual good of 
mankind. So did the Jesuits in Europe. 

Like them, they are looking for their own 
aggrandizement, and we solemnly believe, 
for nothing more. They are endeavour- 
ing to get all classes under their influence ; 
and to command their purse. strings. 
Money isa powerful instrument in the 
‘hands of ambitious men. Give them that, 
and there are few obstacles which they 
cannot surmount. It is well known that 
all their societies are formed for the ex- 
press purpose of obtaining money. With 
this they can fill the country with their 
ownkindof preachers; and when itis filled 


| there can be but little doubt that they car 
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manage the majority according to their 
own views. These are not idle dreams— 
they are sober realities. A rich and 
learned ministry established in every town 
and village, honoured for their wealth, 
talents, and numbers, and venerated for 
their supposed piety, and with promises 
and terror, offering salvation to those who 
join them, and threatening damnation to 
those who do not, must have a powerful 
influence that is not easily resisted. With 
that influence any thing can be effected. 
Written laws, and constitutions cannot 
govern them. They are dead, when a 
majority is obtained that will disregard 
them. 


“ That they sigh after a national reli- 
gicn and a national power, is evident from 
the circumstance that they are very care- 
ful to affix that name to their parent and 
most powerful societies. Witness their 
American Education Society, their WVa- 
tional Tract Society, their American Bi- 
ble Society, their Vational Sunday School 
Union, &c. &c. Why is it that they ap- 
propriate this name to their societies? Is 
it because the nation, as such, is concern- 
edinthem? No. It is because they in- 
tend ¢o Aave it national. They are de- 
termined on obtaining the name first, in 
such a way as to give no particular offence 
and to excite no alarm ; and directly the 
power there is in names will turn to their 
account. When they get all their societies 
dignified by the name of national, it would 
soon follow that they are or should be such 
in reality. And when they succeed in 
their designs, they will have this name; 
like a ready made garment, to assume 
most legitimately because habit has given 
ittothem. That they are determined on 
having a national religion in fact is obvious 
from their wishing to get the name secur- 
ed first. For why should a man covet a 
name which he did not design should be 
expressive of his character ? 


 }t is time, believe it, it is time that our 
fellow citizens were awake on this subject. 
There is actually a silent and crafty but 
mighty effort now making throughout the 
union by the orthodox party, to get the 
government under their influence. They 
are doing it under the popular professions 
of benevolence and rehgion, The confi- 


dence which they obtain from many well 
meaning Christians, prevents, as they de- 
sign it shall prevent, their suspecting 
their real design. But itis believed to be 
a solemn truth, that sectarian ambition is 
at the very bottom of their schemes. 
Americans are justly proud of their envi- 
able freedom, and wish to be active in re- 
sisting every encroachment on their rights. 
All are zealously engaged to protect the 
temple of liberty from the designs of bad 
men. The question, who shall, and. who 
shall not be our public officers, engages 
the attention of all, and each party, sus- 
pecting the other of anti- republican doc- 
trines, is anxious to preserve the purity 
of our free institutions. It is well our fel- 
low citizens should thus be jealous. But 
their attention ought also to be called to 
another quarter. Thereisa great dan- 
ger threatening the land from a different 
source—a source which hasall the dan 

gerous advantages ofa reputation for sanc- 
tity. It does not make so much difference 
what particular man is our chief magis- 
trate. It is presumed that most of the 
candidates for that office generally are 
friends to their country. But while the 
attention of the public is absorbed in these 
considerations, there is another source of 
real danger, daily gaining strength from 
the indifference or credulity of the peo- 
ple. It istime our fellow citizens were 
aroused to a sense of that danger ;—that 
they prepared themselves to defend our 
liberties from the crafty and secret designs 
of an ambitious priesthood. In more than 
one country they have succeeded by their 
artful means in establishing an ecclesias- 
tical tyranny ; and we venture to predict 
that if they are not soon suspected and re- 
sisted here, the time isnot fardistant when 
it will be too late to over-power them. 
While the strong man of the people 
sleeps, or is indifferent to this subject, a 
set of aristocratical ecclesiastics are, 
through the instrumentality of these so- 
cieties, shaving his locks and momentarily 
robbing him of his strength. 

“ It becomes the duty of freemen to re- 
sist mantully every attempt to pollute the 
fair temple of liberty, and no persons are 
more dangerous than those who are cloth- 
ed with the imposing garbeof pretended 
sanctity; those who are silently under- 


_ 


mining the pillarsof our freedom under 
the deceptious pretence of promoting the 
eause of religion.”—[Ch. Intelligencer. 


Acknowledgement of Error, the mark of 
a wise and generous mind. 


“Though the fallibility of man’s rea- 
son, and the narrowness of his knowl- 
edge, are very liberally confessed, yet the 
conduct of those who so willingly admit 
the weakness of human nature, seems to 
discover, that this acknowledgment is not 
altogether sincere; and that with what- 
ever ease they give up the claims of their 
neighbours, they are desirous of being 
thought exempt from faults in their own 
conduct, and from errors in their own 
opinions. 

“The obstinate opposition which we 
tray observe made to confutation, how- 
ever clear, to reproof, however tender, is 
an undoubted argument, that some natu- 
ral prerogative is thought to be invaded, 
since it could not be considered as either 
shameful or wonderful to be mistaken, 
by those who thought themselves liable 
to err; nor would they struggle with 
such earnestness against an attack, that 
deprived them of nothing to which they 
held themselves entitled. 


“T have heard of one, who, having ad- 
vanced some erroneous doctrines in phi- 
losophy, refused to see the experiments 
by which they were confuted; and the 
observations of every day will give new 
proofs, with how much industry subter- 
fuges are sought, to decline the pressure 
of resistless arguments ; how often the 
state of the question is altered; the an- 
tagonist is wilfully misrepresented ; and 
in how much perplexity the clearest po- 
sitions are involved by those whom they 
oppose. 

“It is happy, when this temper disco- 
vers itself only in little things, which may 
be right or wrong without any influence 
on the virtue or happiness of mankind. 
We may, with very little inquietude, see 
aman persist ina project which he has 
found to be impracticable, or live in an 

inconvenient house because it was con- 
trived by himself. These are, indeed, 


follies; but they are only follies; “it 
however wild or ridiculous, they can very 
little affect others. 


“ But such pride, once indulged, too fre- 
quently operates upon more important 
objects, and inclines men to vindicate, 
not only their errors but their vices; to 
persist in practices which their own 
hearts condemn, only lest they should 
seem to feel reproaches, or be made 
wiser by the advice of others. Let every 
man whose vanity betrays him into the 
least degree of corruption, consider what 
he is going to: commit, by forcing his un- 
derstanding to patronize those appetites 
which it is his chief business to hinder 
and reform. 


“There is yet another danger in this 
practice ; men who cannot deceive others, 
are very often successful in deceiving 
themselves; they weave their sophistry 
till their own reason is entangled, and re- 
peat their positions til] they are credited 
by themselves. By often contending they 
grow sincere in the cause; and by long 
wishing for demonstrative arguments, 
they at last bring themselves to fancy 
that they have found them. They are 
then at the uttermost verge of wicked- 
ness, and may die without having that 
light rekindled in their minds, which 
their pride and contumacy have extin- 
tinguished. 


“Those men who can be charged with 
the fewest failings either with respect to 
abilities or virtue, are generally most 
ready to allow them. ‘So much,’ says 
Celsus, ‘does the open and artless con- 
fession of an error become a man con- 
scious that he has enough remaining to 
support his character.’ 


“ As allerror is meanness, it is incum- 
bent on every man who consults his own 
dignity, to retract it as soon as he dis- 
covers it without fearing any censure so 
much as his own mind. As justice re- 
quires that ali injustice should be repair- 
ed, it is the duty of him, who has seduced 
others by bad practice, or false notions, 
to endeavour that such as have adopted 
his errors should know his retraction, and 
that those who have learned vice, by his 
example, should by hisexample be taught 
amendment.” —[ Dr. Johnson. 


| 


OF TRUE RELIGION. 


OF TRUE RELIGION. 


endeavours to walk suitably to such a 


1 hope: this man hath the life of religion in 
“True religion teaches and tutors the | him, and that life acts in him, and will 


soulto a high reverence and veneration | conform his soul to the image of his Sa- 
of Almighty God, a sincere and upright | viour, and to walk along with him to all 
walking, as in the presence of the invisi- | eternity.”—Sir M. Hale. 

ble, all-seeing God: It makes a man truly | 
.to love, to honour, to obey him, and there- | 
fore careful to know what his will is: It 
renders the heart highly thankful to him, 
both as his Creator, redeemer, and ben- 
factor: It makes a man entirely to de- 
pend upon him, to seek to him for gui- 


“ Those that truly fear God, have a se- 
| cret guidance trom a higher wisdom than 
| that what is barely human; namely, she 
| shirit of truth and wisdom, that dotir 
| really and truly, but secre¢/y prevent and 
| direct them. Any man that sincerely | 
! and truly fears Almighty God, relies up- 


dance, and direction, and protection; to 


submit to his will with all patience, and | 


resignation of soul: It gives the law not } 
only to his words and actions, but to his | 
very thoughts and purposes, that he dares 
not entertain thoughts unbecoming the 
sight and presence of that God, to whom 
all our thoughts are legible: It teacheth 


and bringeth a man to such a deportment | 


both of external and internal sobriety, as | 
may be decentin the presence of God | 
and all his holy angels: It crusheth and | 


casts down pride and haughtiness, both } 


in a man’s heart and carriage, and gives | 
him an humble frame of soul, and life, | 


both in the sight of God and man: It re- | 
gulates and governs the passions of the | 
mind, and brings them into due modera- | 
tion and frame: It gives a mana right | 


estimate of this present world, and sets | 
the heart, and hopes above it, so that he | 
never loves it more than it deserves: It | 
makes the wealth, and the glory of this | 
world, high places, and great prefer- 
ments, but of alow and little value to | 
him ; so that he is neither covetous, nor | 
ambitious, nor over-solicitous concerning” 
the advantages of it: It brings a man to | 
that frame, that righteousness, justice, 
honesty, and fidelity, is as it were part of 
his nature ; he can sooner die, than com- 
mit, or purpose that which is unjust, dis- 
honest, or unworthy of a good man. It 
makes him value the love of God, and | 


peace of conscience, above all the wealth, 
and honour in the world, and to be very 
vigilent to keep it inviolable—He per- 
forms all his duties to God in sincerity 
and integrity; and whilst he lives on 
earth, yet his conversation, his hopes, his 


Yreasure, is in heaven; and he entirely 


| on him, and calls upon him for his gui- 
| dance and direction, hath it as really as 

the son hath the counsel and direction of 
his Father. And though the voice be not 
audible, nor the direction always percep- 
tible, (or discernad/e) to sense; yet itis 
equally as real as if a man heard the voice 
saying, this is the way, walk in it. 

* And this secret direction of Almighty 
God, is principally seen in matters rela- 


| ting to the good of the soul; yet it may 


also be found in the concerns of this life, 
which a good man fears God, and begs 
his direction, shall very often, if not at all 
times find. 

“Tcancall my own experience to wit- 
ness, that even in the external actions of 


, my whole life, 1 was never disappointed 


of the best guidance and direction, when 
I have in humility and sincerity, impior- 
ed the secret direction and gui ot 
the divine wisdom. 

“The observation of the secret admo- 
nition of the Spirit of God in the heart, 
as it is an effectual means, it is a calm 
and comfortable means to cleanse and 
sanctify thy heart; and the more it is 
attended unto, the more it will be con- 
versant with thy soul, for thy mstruction. 
In the midst of thy difficulties, it will be 
thy counsellor: In the. midst of thy 
temptations, it will be thy strength: and 
a grace sufficient for thee in the midst of 
thy troubles, it will be thy light and thy 
comforter. Only beware thou neglect 
not the voice of this spirit, it may be thy 
neglect may quench it, and thou mayest 
never hear that voice more. 

“It is impossible for thee to enjoy that 
which must make thee happy, till thou 
art deeply sensible of thy own emptiness, 
and nothingness; and thy spirit thereby 
brought down and laid in the dust —The 
Spirit of Christ is an humbling Spirit, 
the more thou hast of it, the more it will 
humble thee ; and it is a sign that either 
thou hast it not, or that it is yet over- 
mastered by thy corruptions, if thy heart 
be still haughty. 


POETRY. 


—— 


“ Watch, therefore, the secret persua- 
sions and dissuasions of the Spirit of God ; 
and beware thou quench it not, nor 
_— it; be sure thou observe this voice. 


“his wind that blows where it lists, if 


shut out, resisted, or grieved, may haply 
never breathe upon thee again, but leave 
thee to be hardened in thy sins: but if 
observed, and obeved, thou shalt be sure 
to have it thy monitor, and director upon 
all occasions. Jhhen thou goest, it will 
lead thee; when thou sleepiest, it will kee, 
thee ; and when thou awakest, it will talk 
with thee. 

(“These are faithful, weighty, and 
true sayings: happy are those that wit- 
ness them so to be.””]— id. 


THE BREEZE FROM LAND. 
BY MRS. HEMANS. 


* As when to them who sail 
Beyond the Cape of Hope, and now are 
ast 

hiccanibic, off at sea northeast winds blow 

Sabean odours from the spicy shore 

Of Araby the Blest: with such delay 

Well pleas’d they slack their course, and 
many a league, 

Cheer’d with the grateful smell, old 
Ocean smiles.” Paradise Lost. 


Joy is upon the lonely sea, 

’ When Indian forests pour 

Forth to the billow and the breeze 
Their fragrance from the shore ; 

Joy, when the soft air’s glowing sigh 

Bears on the breath of Araby. 


Oh! welcome are the winds that tell 
A wanderer of the deep 

Where far away the jasmines dwell, 
And where the myrrh-trees weep! 

Bless’d on the sounding surge and foam 

Are tidings of the citron home! 


The sailor atthe helm they meet, 
And hope his bosom stirs, 
Upspringing ’mid the waves to greet 
The fair earth’s messengers, 
That woo him from the mournful main, 
Back to her glorious bowers again. 


They woo him, whispering lovely tales 
Of many a floweret glade, 

And fount’s bright gleam in island vales 
Ot golden fruited shade: ; 

Across his lone ship’s wake they bring 

A vision and a glow of spring! 
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And oh! ye masters of the lay! 
Come not e’en thus your 

That meet us on life’s lonely way 
Amidst her toiling throngs ? 

Yes! o’er the spirit thus they bear 

A current of celestial air! 


Their power is from the brighter clime 
That in our birth hath part, 

Their tones are of the world, which time 
Sears not within the heart ; 

They tell us of the living light 

In its green places ever bright. 


They call us with a voice divine 
Back to our early love, 
Qur vows of youth at many a shrine 
Whence far and soon we rove: 
—Welcome, high thought and holy straig 
That makes us Truth’s and Heaven’s 


again. 
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